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Equator, while railway porters paused in the very act of
loading a van for Ilfracombe to see a traveller bound for
Brazil. For you were feeling a shade spectacular; and it
was little wonder that you had no attention to spare for the
other couple, who had so scandalously neglected the
spectacular aspects of their departure. They walked briskly
up the platform carrying a good deal of their own luggage
and installed themselves with as little ceremony as if they
had been going down to Woking to see his married sister.
They had no sense of the occasion ; and in their business-like
demeanour they seemed to miss completely the high drama
of a start for South America. Perhaps they had been there
before,
Once on board the liner, they continued to be slightly
irritating, though in a different way, For as you thrilled
in the first exploration of those sounding corridors, they
were offensively at home. Nothing, I suspect, is more
exasperating to new-comers in Heaven than the bored
demeanour of earlier arrivals staring listlessly into the
crystal sea with their hands in their trouscr pockets and a
halo which they have barely troubled to put on straight.
So it was something of a shock to find them comfortably
seated in the smoking-room, when you stumbled into it quite
unexpectedly. They looked entirely out of place among
those polished and refulgent splendours; but just as you
prepared to pity them, they addressed the presiding deity by
his Christian name and received a favourable reply- This
was a trifle disconcerting, although for a day or so they
dropped into that insignificance which seemed to be their
native element. Her outfit was negligible and his flannels,
if the truth must be confessed, were distinctly grubby ;
though when the sun began to shine, it was a little irritating
to find that he appeared to be endowed with an uncanny
foreknowledge of all the shady corners on the upper deck.
For every expedition in search of a fresh camping-ground
ended in a humiliating discovery that they had got there
first. His flannels were immovably installed, and a de-